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Selected Shrubs for Central Florida 1

D.L. Ingram, J.T. Midcap and W.E. Barrick?

Ornamental shrubs are an important part of the
home landscape. Florida homeowners can select from
alarge variety of available plants. Homeowners and
|landscape designers must be aware of basic shrub
characteristics to make wise selections. Each plant or
plant group must serve a useful purpose to achieve a
well-designed landscape.

Homeowners often select plants with bright
flowers or unusual foliage. Only alimited number of
unusual or accent plants can be used effectively in the
landscape and their location must be skillfully

planned. A complete landscape plan should be
developed before the plants are purchased.

Shrubs are selected on the basis of ultimate size,
plant form, foliage characteristics, flower color,
season of bloom, and adaptation to the planting site.
Knowledge of these characteristics allows the
designer or home gardener to choose proper plant
materials to create the desired landscape. Shrub
growth habit is quite variable and can be categorized
as broad spreading, spreading, globose, upright
spreading, upright or columnar (Figure 1). Foliage
characteristics and branching habit determine shrub
texture. Flowering shrubs can be selected to provide
color in specific areas of the landscape at different
times throughout the year. Knowledge of flower

color and season of bloom helps eliminate
incompatible color combinations.

Broad Spreading Spreading

Figure 1. Shrub growth habits.

Shrubs are evaluated by their adaptability to the
environmental conditions of the landscape site.
Environmental conditions include the amount of
sunlight (full sun, partial shade, or shade) and
tolerance to salt spray, particularly in coastal areas.
Soil characteristics of the site may restrict shrub
selection and some shrubs will only thriveif the sites
areirrigated and fertilized regularly. Some shrubs
tolerate poorly drained soils while others grow best in
dry sandy soils.

Plants should be inspected closely before
purchase. Shrubs with an unhealthy appearance, or
with weak or poorly formed branches should not be
purchased because they usually develop into "leggy”
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plants. Each plant should be examined for insects,
diseases, and mechanical damage such as scarred,
cracked, or peeling trunks and branches. Abnormally
small or yellow leaves are an indication of either
nutritional disorders, weak root systems, or some
improper production or shipping procedures.

The root systems of container-grown plants
should be well established, but not tightly root-bound.
Roots should be distributed throughout the soil
medium and not coiled at the bottom of the pot or
protruding outside the container or penetrating into
the ground. The soil ball of balled and burlapped
(B&B) plants should be intact and moist.

Central Floridaincludes the areafrom Leesburg
south to Punta Gorda and Fort Pierce. These are
general guidelines, and microclimatic factors of given
locations may vary.

The following table lists selected shrubs for
central Florida. Space does not allow including all the
shrubs that could be grown in central Florida. The
scientific name, common name, growth habit,
estimate of common height, flower color and season,
light requirements, soil type preference, degree of salt
tolerance and other comments of interest are
included. Cultivars of some plant species listed here
may differ in growth habit, flower color, foliage
characteristics and/or size. Thisinformation should
help homeowners and landscape horticulturists select
appropriate shrubs for specific purposes and locations
in their landscapes.
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